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COUNCIL OF STATES 


The following Bill was uitiodiict'd 111 the Council oi Stales on the 28th 
July, 1962. 


Bill No. Ill of 1962 


A 

BILL 

to provide a special form, o/ marriage in certain oases, and for the regis- 
tration of such and certain other marriages. 

Be it enacted by Parliament as follows:— 

PART I 
Preliminary 

1. Short title, extent and commencement. — (I) This Act may be aalled 
the Special Marriage Act, 1952. 

(8) It extends to the whole of India except the State of Jammu and 
Kashmir, and applies also to citizens of India outside India. 

(3) It shall come into foroe on such date as the Central Government 
may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint. 

2, Definitions. — In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, — 

(a) “consular officer” means a consul-general, consul, vlce-oonsul, 
pro-consul or consular agont; 

(b) “diplomatic officer” means an ambassador, envoy, minister, 
chargd d' affaires, high commissioner, commissioner or other diplo- 
matic representative, or a counsellor or seoretacy of an embassy, 
legation or high commission ; 

(o) “district” in relation to a Marriage Officer, means the area 
for which he is appointed as such under sub-seotion (I) or sub-section 
(8) of section 8; 

(d) “prescribed ’ moans presonbod by rules made under this 

Act; 

(e) “State Government”, in relation to a Part C State, means 
the Lieutenant Governor or, as the oase may be, the Chief Commis- 
sioner., 
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3. Marriage Officers, — (1) Eol the purposes of this Act, the State Gov- 
ernment may, by notification m the Official Gazette, appoint one or more 
Marriage Officers for the whole oi any pait of the State. 

(I?) Eot the purposes oi this Act m its application to citizens of India 
outside India, the Central Government may, by notification in the Official 
Gazette, appoint one or more diplomatic or consular officers to be Marriage 
Officers for any country, place or other area outside India. 

PART n 

boLKMNlZAHON OP SrKOIAI, MaRRIAQES 

4. Conditions relating to solemnization of special marriages.— -Not- 
witliHtanding anything contained in any other law for the time being in 
force relating to the solemnization of marriages, a marriage between any 
two persons mu\ be solemnized undei this Act, ii at the time of the 
mpmage the following conditions are tulfilled, namely — 

(a) neither party has a spouse living; 

(t>) neither paity is an idiot or a lunatic; 

(c) the parties have completed the age of eighteen years; 

(d) each party, if he or she has not completed the age of twenty 
one years, has obtained the consent of his or her father or guardian to 
the marriage; 

(e) the parties are not within the degrees of prohibited relation- 
ship , and 

(/) wheie the marriage is solemnized outside India, both parties 
are citizens of India 

Explanation I , — Two parties are said to be within "the degrees of 
prohibited relationship" if one is a lineal ascendant of the other, 
or was the wite or husband of a lineal ascendant or descendant of 
the other, or if the two are brother and sister, uncle and niece, aunt 
and nephew, or the children of two brothers or of two sisters. 
Explanation II — ' Relationship' includes — 

(«J relationship by halt <u uterine blond as well a* b\ full blood, 

( b ) illegitimate blood relationship as veil as legitimate, 

(a) relationship by adoption as well as bv blood; 

and all terms of lelatumsliip in this section shall be construed accord- 
ingly 

6. Notice of intended marriage. — When a marriage is intended to be 

solemnized under this \ct, the parties to flip marriage shall give notice 
thereof in writing in the bam specified in the First Schedule to the 
Marriage Officer of the distiii t in which at least one of the parties to the 
marriage has resided for a period of not less than thirty days immediately 
pieceding the date on which such notice is gi\ on 

6. Marriage Notice Book and publication. — (I) The Marriage Officer 

shall keep all notices given under section 5 with the records of his office 
and shall also forthwith enter n true copv of every such notice in a book 
prescribed lor that purpose, to be called the Marriage Notioe Book, and 
Buch book shall be open for inspection at all reasonable times, without 
fee, by any person desirous oi inspecting the same 

(#) The Marriage Officer shall cause every such notice to be published 
by affixing a copy thereof to norm conspicuous piece in his offioe. 
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7. Objection to marriage. — (7) Am person mav, before the expiration 
of thirty days from the date on which any such notice has been given, 
object to the marriage on the ground that it would contravene one or more 
of the conditions specified in section 4 

(3) Alter the expiration of thirty days from the date or, which nafea* 
of an intended marriage has been given under section 5, the mimegs 
may be solemnised, unless it has been previously objeoted to under 
sub-section (I). 

(9) The nature of the objection shall be recorded in writing by the 
Marriage Officer in the Marriage Motive Book, be read over and explained, 
if necessary, to the person making the objection and shall be signed by 
him or on his behalf. 

8. Procedure on receipt of objection. — (1) Tf an objection is made under 
section 7 to an intended marriage, the Marriage Officer shall refer fee 
objector to a court of competent jurisdiotion and shall postpone the 
solemnization of the marriage for thirty days from the leoeipt of such 
objection, if such court' be open at the time and if not. until the ex- 
piration of thirty days from the opening of such could 

(3) Tha person objecting to the intended marriage may file a suit ha 
any civil eourt of competent jurisdiction for a declaration that such 
marriage contravenes one or more of the conditions specified in section 4 , 
and the court in which such suit is filed shall thereupon give the parson 
filing it a certificate to the effect that such suit has been filed 

(3) Tf the certificate given by the court is lodged with the Marrlog* 
Office" within the period specified in sub-section (1), the Marriage Officer 
shall not solemnize the marriage until the decision of such court has been 
given and the period allowed by law for appeal from such decision has 
elapsed, or, if there is an appeal fiom such decision, until fee decision 
of the appellate eourt has been given. 

(4) Tf such certificate is not lodged within the time granted bj the 
Marriage Officer under sub-section (1) or if the decision of the court is 
that the marriage does not contravene any of the conditions specified in 
section 4, the marriage may be solemnized by the Marriage Offioer to 
whom the notice of marriage has been gnen. 

(3) If the decision of the court is that the marriage contravenes any 
of the conditions specified in section 4, the marriage shall not be 
solemnized. 

(fi) Notwithstanding mi thing contained m this section, where an ob- 
jection is made under section 7 to an intended marriage of which notice 
has been given to a Marriage Officer outside India, the Marriage Officer 
shall not solemnize the marriage but shall transmit a copy of the objection 
with such statement respecting the matter as he thinks fit, to the Central 
OoTwnmenf, and the Central Government, after making such inquiry into 
the matter and after obtaining snch advice as it thinks fit, shall give its 
deoision thereon in writing to the Marriage Officer who shall conform to 
the decision of the Central Government in this behalf. 

9. Penalty where objection not reasonable — Tf it appears to the court 
in which the suit is filed that the objection was not reasonable and bona 
fide, it may impose on the person objecting additional costs by way of 
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compensation not exceeding one thousand rupees and award the whole or 
any part of that amount to the parties to the intended marriage. 

10. Declaration by parties and witnesses. — Before the marriage is 
solemnized the parties and three witnesses shall, in the presence of the 
Marriage Officer, sign a declaration in the form specified in the Second 
Schedule to this Act, and if either party has not completed the age of 
twenty-one years the declaration shall also be signed by his or her father or 
guardian, as the case may be, and in every case the declaration shall be 
counter-signed by the Marriage Officer. 

11. Place and form of solemnization. — (1) The marriage mav bo 
solemnized at the office of the Marriage Officer, or at such other place 
within a reasonable distance therefrom as the parties may desire, and 
upon such conditions and the payment of such additional fees as mav 
prescribed. 

(2) The marriage may be solemnized in any form which the parties 
may choose to adopt: 

Provided that it shall not he complete and binding on the parties, un- 
less each party says to the other in the presence of the Marriage Officer 
and the three witnesses, — “I, (A), take thee (B), to be my lawful wife 
(or husband).” 

12. Certificate of marriage. — (1) When the marriage has been solem- 
nized, the Marriage Officer shall enter a certificate thereof in the form 
specified in the Third Schedule in a book to be kept by him for that pur- 
pose and to be called the Marriage Certificate Book and such certificate 
shall be signed by the parties to the marriage and the three witnesses. 

(2) On a certificate being entered in the Marriage Certificate Book by 
the Registrar, the Certificate shall be deemed to be conclusive evidence of 
the fact that a marriage under this Act has been solemnized and that all 
formalities respecting the signatures of witnesses have been complied 
with, but nothing contained in this sub-section shall apply to render a 
marriage valid which would olhenvise have been invalid. 

13. New notice when marriage not solemnized within three months. — 

Whenever a marriage is not solemnized within three calendar months 
from the date on which notice thereof has been given to, the Marriage 
Officer as required by section .1. or, where the person objecting to the 
intended marriage has filed a suit in a court of competent jurisdiction and 
the decision of such court has been given, within three calendar months 
from the date on which the period allowed by law for appeal from such 
decision expires, or if there is an appeal from such decision within three 
calendar months from the date of the decision of the appellate court, 
or where a copy of the objection has been transmitted to the Central 
Government under sub-section (G) of section 8. within three months from 
the date of decision of the Central Government, the notice and all other 
proceedings arising therefrom shall he deemed to have lapsed and no 
Marriage Officer shall allow the marriage to be solemnized until’ a new 
notice has been given in the manner laid down in this Pari. 

PART III 

Registration of Marriages solemnized in other forms 

I 

14. Registration of marriages solemnized in other forms. — (1) Any 

marriage solemnized, whether before or after the commencement of this 
Act, other than a marriage solemnized under the Special Marriage Act', 
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187d (ill oi 18711), or under this Act, may be registered under this Part 
by a Marriage Officer in India if the following conditions are fulfilled, 
namely: — 

(a) a ceremony of marriage has been performed between the 
parties and they have been living together ua husband and wife ever 
since ; 

(h) neither party baa at the time of rogiatration more than one 
spouse living; 

(c) neither party is an idiot or a lunatic at the time of registra- 
tion ; 

(d) the parties have completed the age of twenty-one years; 

(e) the parties are not within the degrees of prohibited relation- 
ship as defined in section 4; and 

(f) the parties have been residing within the district erf the 
Marriage Officer for a period of not less than thirty days immediately 
preceding the date on which the application is made to him for registra- 
tion of the marriage, 

15. Procedure for registration. — Upon receipt of an application signed 
by both the parties to the marriage for the registration of their marriage 
under this Part, tho Marriage Officer shall give public notice thereof in 
such manner as may be prescribed, and after allowing a period of thirty 
days for objections and after hearing any objection received within that 
period, and shall, if satisfied that all the conditions mentioned in section 
14 are fulfilled, enter a cojlifieate of the marriage in the Marriage Certi- 
ficate Book in the form specified in the Fourth Schedule, and such certi- 
ficate shall bo signed by the parties to the marriage and by threo wit- 
nesses. 

16. Appeals from orders under section 15. — Any person aggrieved by 
any order of a Marriage Officer refusing to register a marriage under this 
Fart may, within fifteen days from the date of the order, appeal against 
that order to the district court within the local limits of whose jurisdiction 
the Marriage Officer has his office, and the docision of the district court 
on such appeal shall be final, and t he Marriage Officer to whom the appli- 
cation was made shall proceed in accordance therewith. 

17. Effect of registration of marriage under this Part.— Where a certi- 
ficate of marriage has been finally entered in the Marriage Certificate 
Book under this Part, tho marriage shall as from the date of such entry, 
be deemed to be a marriage solemnized under this Act, and all the provi- 
sions of this Act shtfil thereupon apply to such marriage as if it had, ip fact, 
been solemnized under this Act. 


PART TV 

Consequences oe M.vrri age undeb this Act 

18. Effect of marriage on member of undivided family, — The marriage 

solemnized undor this Act of any member of an undivided family who pro- 
fesses the Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh or Jaina religion shall be deemed to effeot 
his severance from such family. 

19. Rights and disabilities not affected by Act. — Subject to the pro- 
visions of section 18, any person whose marriage is solemnized under this 
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Act, shall have fhe same rights and shall lie sublet lo the same dis- 
abilities in regard to the right of succession to anv property as a person 
to whom the Caste Disabilities Removal Act, 1850 (XXI of 1850] applies : 

Provided that nothing in this section shall confer on anv person anv 
right to any religious otfico or sarvi< e or to the management of any re- 
ligious or charitable trust, 

20. Person marrying under Act not to have right oi adoption No 

person who has his marriage solemnized under this Act shall have any 
right of adoption. 

21. Adoption by father or mother of person marrying under Act. — 

When a person professing the Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh or Jaina religion 
har his mairiage solemnized under this Act, his father or his mother 
where she is otherwise entdled to adopt shall, if he nr she has no other 
son living, have the right io adopt any person as his or her son under 
the law to which he or she is subject 

22. Act IV of 1869 to apply. — Notwithstanding anything to the con- 
trary contained in the Indian Dixoroo Act, 1869 (TV of 1869] that Act 
shall upplv io ad nnntiages solemnized under this Act, and any such mar- 
riage may be declared null or dissolved in the manner therein provided, 
and for the causes therein montioned, or on the ground that the mar- 
riage contravenes one or more of ihe conditions, specified in section 4 of 
this Act. 

23. Succession to property of parties married under Act. — Succession 
to the property of any person whose marriage is solemnized under this 
Act and to the property of the issue of such marriage shall be regulated 
by the provisions of the Indian Succession Act, 1925 (XXXIX of 1925). 

PART V 
Misobxxaneous 

24. Saving. — Nothing contained in this Act shall affect the validity of 
any marriage not solemnized under its provisions; nor shall this Act be 
deemed directly or indirectly to affect the validity of any mode of contract- 
ing marriage. 

25 Penalty on married person marrying again under this Act. — 

Every person who, being nt the time married, procures a marriage of him- 
self to be solemnized under this Act shall be deemed to have committed 
an offence under section 494 or section 495 of the Indian Penal Code (Act 
XLV of 1860), as the case mRj bo, and ihe marriage so solemnized shall 
be void. 

26. Punishment of bigamy, — Every person married under this Act, 
who, during the lifetime of his or her wife or husband, contracts any other 
marriagi shall be subject to the penalties provided in sections 494 and 495 
of the Indian Penal Podt (Act XLV of I860), for the offence of marrying 
again during the lifetime of a husband or wife, and the marriage so 
contracted shall he void 

27. Penalty for signing false declaration or certificate. — Every person 
making, signing or attesting any declaration or certificate required by or 
under this Act containing a statement whioh is false and which he either 
knows or believes to he false or does nnt, believe to be true shall be guilty 
of the offence described in seilion 199 of the Indian Penal Code (Act XL V 
of 1860). 
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28. Penalty lor wrongful action of Marriage Officer.— Any Marriage 
Officer who knowingly and wilfully solemnizes a marriage under this Act— 

(1) without publishing a notice regarding such niainage as 
required by section 5, or 

(2) within thirty da_ys after receipt by him of the notice of Buoh 
marriage, or 

(/>’) in contravention of any other provision contained in this Act, 
shall lie punishable with imprisonment for a term which triny extend to 

one year and shall also be liable to a fine which may extend to five 
hundred rupees. 

29. Marriage Certificate Book to be open to Inspection.— (?) The 

Marriage Certificate Book kept under thin Act shall at all reasonable timos 
be open for inspection and shall be admissible as evidence of tho truth 
of the statements therein contained. 

(2) Certified extracts from the Marriage Certificate Book shall, on ap- 
plication, be given by the Marriage Officer to the applicant on payment 
by him of the prescribed fee. 

30. Transmission of copies of entries In marriage records. — Every 
Marriage Officer in a State shall send to the Registrar-General of Births, 
Deaths and Marriages of that State at such intervals and in such form as 
may bo prescribed, a true copy of all entries made by him in the Marriage 
Certificate Book since the last of such intervals, and in tho case of Marriage 
Officers outside India, the true copy shall be sent to such authority as 
the Central Government may specify in this behalf. 

31. Correction of errors. —(/) Any Marriage Officer who discovers any 
error in tho form or substance of am entry in the Marriage Certificate 
Book may, within one month next alti r (he discovery of Buch error, in 
the presence of the persons married or, in case of their death or absence, in 
the presence of two other credible witnesses, correct the error by entry 
in the margin without any alteration of the original entry and shall sign 
tho marginal entry and add thereto the date of such correction and the 
Marriage Officer shall make the like marginal entry in the certificate thereof. 

(2) Every correction made under this section shall be attested by the 
witnesses in whose presence it was made, 

(3) Where a copy of any entry has already been sent under section 30 
to the Registrar- General or other authority the Marriage Officer shall make 
and send in like manner a separate certificate of the original erroneous 
entry and of the marginal corrections therein made. 

82. Powei to make rules. — (I) The Central Government, in the case 
of diplomatic and consular officers and tho Stato Government, in all other 
cases may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make rules for carrying 
out thj purposes of this Act. 

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the geuoialiiy of the fore- 
going power, such rules may provide for all or any of the following matters, 
namely : — 

(a) the duties and powers of Marriage Officers and the areas in 
wLicli they may exercise jurisdiction ; 

(b) the form and manner in which any books required by or under 
this Act shall be maintained j 
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(c) the fees that may be levied lor the performance of any duty 
imposed upon a Marriage Officer under thE Act ; 

(d) the manner in which public notice shall be given under section 
15 ; 

(e) the form in which, and the intern ala within which, copies 
of entries in the Marriage Ceriificato Book Bhall be sent in pursuance 
of section 30, 

33. Repeals and savings, — (1) The Special Marriage Act, 1872 (HI 
of 1872), is hereby repealed. 

(2) If immediately before the commencement of this Aot thera is in 
force in any Part B State any law corresponding to the Special Marriage 
Aot, 1872, that law on such commencement Bhall aRo stand repealed, 
and section 6 of the General Clauses Act, 1897 (X of 1807), shall apply 
in relation to such repeal, us if the corresponding law had been an enact- 
ments " 

Provided that without prejudice io the provisions contained in eeotion 
0 of the General Clauses Act, 1897, any marriage registered under such 
corresponding law shall bo deemed to have been registered under this Aot, 


THE FIRST SCHEDULE 
(See section 5) 

Norton of Intended Marriage 
T o 


Marriage Officer for the District, 


We hereby give you notice that a marriage under the Special Marriage 
Act, 1952, is intended to be solemnized between ub within three calendar 
months from the data hereof. 


Name 

Condition 

Oooupti- 

tlon 

Ago 

Dwelling 

Place 

Length of 
residence 

A.B. 

Unmarried 






Widower 






Divorcee 





C. D. 

Spinter 

Widow 

Divorcee 





Witness 

day of 

our hands 

this 




10 . 

(Sd.) 

A.B. 







(Sd.) 

C.D. 
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THE SECOND SCHEDULE 
{See section 10) 

DeOEAHATIONT TO J)E MADE BY THE BrIDEGBOOM 
1, A.B., hereby declare as follows: — 

1 . I am at the present time unmarried (or a widower or a divorce, 

• as the case may be). 

2 . I have completed years of age. 

3. I am not related to (', D. (the bride) within the degrees of prohi- 

bited relationship. 

\And when the hrirleqrnom hn<t not rom pleted the nqe nf twenty one l/farfl.) 

4. The consent of my father (or guardian, as the case may be) has 
been given to a marriage between myself and C.D., and 
has not been revoked. 

5. I am aware that, if any statement in this declaration is false, 
and if in making such statement I either know or believe it 
to be false or do not believe it to be true, I am liable to im- 
prisonment and also to fine. 

(Sd.) A.B. (the Bridegroom). 


Deolakation to be made by the Bride 
I, C. D,, hereby declare as follows: — 

1 . I am at the present time unmarried (or a widow or a divorcee, 
as the case may be). 

2 . I have completed years of age. 

3. I am not related to A.B. (the bridegroom) within the degrees of 
prohibited relationship. 

I And when the bride has not completed the age of twenty one years.] 

4. The Consent of my father (or guardian, as the case may be) has 
been given to a marriage between myself and A.B., and 
has not been revoked. 

5. I am aware that, if any statement in this declaration is falso, 
and if in making such statement T either know or believe it 
to be false or do not bcliova it to be true, I am liable to im- 
prisonment and also to fino. 

(Sd.) C. D. (the Bride). 

Signed in our presence by the above-named A,B. and C.D. So far as 
we are aware there is no lawful impediment to the marriage, 

(Sd.) G.H, 1 

(Sd.) I.J. > 

(Sd.) K.Tj- j 


Three Witnesses. 
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[And when the bridegroom or bride has not completed the age of 
twenty one years.] 

Signed in my presence and with my consent by the above-named A.B. 
or C.D. 


Dated the day of 19 


M. N. (the father or guardian 
of the above-named A.B- or 
C.D., as the case may be). 

Countersigned E.F., 

Marriage Officer. 


THE THIRD SCHEDULE 
( Sec section 12) 

Certificate of Marriage 

I, E.F., hereby certify that on the day 

of 19 , A.B. and C.D. appeared 

before me and that each of them, in my presence and in the presence of 
three witnesses who have signed hereunder, made the declarations required 
by section 10 and that a marriage under this Act vas solemnized between 
them in my presence. 


Marriage Officer for 


(Sd.) G.H. 
(8d.) I.J. 
(Sd.) ILL. 

Dated the day of 19 


THE FOURTH SCHEDULE 
(See section 15) 

Certificate of Marriage solemnized in other forms 

I, E.F., liareby certify that A.B, and C.D. appeared before me this 

day of 

19 and that each of them, in ray presence and in 

the presence of three witnesses who have signed hereunder, have declared 
that n ceremony of marriage haB been performed botween them and that 
they have been living togetbet as husband and wife since the time of tlieir 


(Sd.) E.F., 


(Sd.) A.B., 

Bridegroom. 
(Sd.) C.D., 

Bride. 
Three Witnesses. 
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marriage, arid that in accordance with their desire to have their marriage 
registered under this Act, the said marriage has, this 
dny of 19 been registered under this Act, having 

■effect as from 


Marriage Officer for 


(Sd.) G.H. 

(Ed.) I.J. 

(Ed.) K.L. 

Dated the day of 19 

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 

This Bill revibt's and seeks to replace the Special Marriage Act of 1872 
•so as to provide a special form of marriage which can be taken advantage 
of by any person in India and by all Indian nationals in foreign countries 
irrespective of the faith which either party to the marriage may profess. 
The parties may observe any ceromonies for the solemnization of their 
marriage, but certain formalities are prescribed before the marriage can 
be registered by the Marriage Officers. For the benefit of Indian 
•citizens abroad, the Bill provides for the appointment of Diplomatic and 
Consular Officers as Marriage Officers for solemnizing and registering 
marriages between citizens of India in a foreign country. . 

2. Provision is also sought to be made for permitting persons who are 
•already married under other forms of marriage to register their marriages 
under this Act and thereby avail themselves of these provisions. 

3. The Bill is drafted generally on the lines of the existing Special 
Marriage Act of 1872 and the notes on olauses attached hereto explain 
some of the changes made in the Bill in greater detail. 

New Delhi; C. C. BISWAS. 

'The 23 rd July , 1952. 

NOTES ON CLAUSES 

('lame 1 .- — The Act is to have extra territorial operation so as to permit 
-of marriages between citizens of India being solemnized outside India, 

Clause 3 . — Diplomatic and Consular Officers may be appointed as 
Marriage Officers outside India. 

('laase 4 , — Apart from the fact that the provisions of this Act, if 
passed, will apply to all porsons marrying thereunder irrespective of the 
religion thoy may possess, the other changes of importanco which have 
been made in this clause, as compared with section 8 of Act III of 1872, 
-are tho following, namely : — > 

(a) tho addition of a new condition relating to idoev and lunacy 
as in sub-clause (b); 


(Sd.) E.F., 

(fed.) A. 13., 

Husband. 
(Sd.) C.D., 

Wife. 

\ Three Witnesses. 
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(b) the raising the age limit for marriage to 18 in the case oi either 
party, subject to the obtaining the consent of the father or guaulian 
where he or she has not attained the age of 21 yeais; 

(c) the provision tor marriages abroad between citizens of India; 

(d) the re-statement of piohibited degrees in simpler termR. 

Clauses 5 to 12 . — Apart from minor drafting changes, these clauses 

correspond to sections 4 to 18 of Act III of 1872 except that in clauses 5 
and 11 the period of 14 days now available is being increased to 80 aayB. 
Incidentally, in clause 8 a special provision is sought to be made for the 
disposal of objections in the case of intended marriages abroad. 

Clause 13 is a new and useful provision on tho lines of section 52 of 
the Christian Marriage Act, 1872. 

Clauses 14 to 17 are new and provide for the legislation under this 
Act of marriages solemnizod in other forms, so as to enable the parties 
thereto to avad themselves of the benefits of this Act. No application for 
such registration can, however, be made unless it is signed by both the 
parties to the marriage. 

Clauses 18 to 27 correspond to sections 22, 23, 25, 26, 17, 24, 19, 15, 
10, and 21 respectively of Act III of 1872. With reBpect to clause 19, 
the Caste Disabilities Removal Aot, 1850, provides that so much of 
any law or usage as may be held in any way to impair or affect any 
right of inheritance of any person by reason of his or her renouncing or 
having been excommunicated from the communion of any religion or 
being deprived of caste shall cease to he enforced as law. In clause 21 
it is now provided that the mother also, if otherwise entitled, may adopt 
a son. 

Clauses 28 'to 33 . — Although some of these clauses are new, they are 
self-explanatory and do not call for any comment. 


S. N. MtTKERTEE, Secy, 

New Delhi; 

28th July, 1952. 
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